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The purpose of this assignment is to provide students with the opportunity to share a research 
study that interests them with their classmates. Students present a summary of a research 
article on a topic of their choice (related to stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination). The 
article should be from a scientific journal.  
 
Each presentation should be unique and should have minimal overlap with other students’ 
selections. One or two presentations are given each class day. Students are encouraged to 
have PowerPoint slides to accompany their presentation. Presentations are to be 5 minutes 
long and are worth 10 points.  
 
Students are asked to choose an article not discussed in detail in their text. Students are also 
encouraged to choose an article relevant to a theory already discussed in class. Each 
presentation should include: 
 

a) The authors’ research question or questions. 
b) A brief summary of the theory being tested. 
c) A summary of the study’s methodology and findings. 
d) Why the article is relevant to the course material. 
e) A discussion of why the student found the research to be interesting. 

 
 

Guidelines for Preparing Presentations Using PowerPoint or Prezi 
 

 
How to Prepare 
 

 
Why you do it 

Identify two or three main points • Don’t overload the listener with too much 
detail 

Decide how to introduce and explain the 
background related to your main points 

• Keep your presentation focused on the few 
key points you are addressing 

• Get a feel for what ideas need to be 
repeated at various points during your 
presentation 

Practice out loud • Give yourself a feel for what your 
presentation sounds like and how long it 
takes 

Make your PowerPoint/Prezi readable. Use 
bullet points, not complete sentences. Use a 
readable font. Don’t put too much on a slide. 

• You want people to listen to you, not to 
squint to read your slides. 

Prepare a backup • Sometimes technology fails. Have your 
slides at least two places (e.g., thumbdrive 
and Dropbox) 

Use visuals if possible, including graphs • Improves memory of person(s) you are 
describing 

 
Adapted from Beins, B. C. & Beins, A. M. (2012), Effective writing in psychology: Papers, 
posters, and presentation (2e). Malden, MA: Blackwell. Used by permission of the authors. 


